[image: A close up of a tennis player

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Constitution of Swords Lawn Tennis Club 
Updated for approval at AGM November 2025

Swords Lawn Tennis Club is fully committed to safeguarding the well-being of its members. Every individual in the club should at all times show respect and understanding for their rights, safety and welfare, and conduct themselves in a way that reflects the principles of the club and the guidelines contained in the Children’s First Legislation and Safeguarding Children and Young People in Tennis Manual.
Article I: Name, Address, Club Colours
The organisation shall be known as the Swords Lawn Tennis Club, hereinafter referred to as “the Club.”
The registered address of the Club is Swords Castle Grounds, Bridge Street, Swords, Co. Dublin, K67X439
The Club colours are blue and white.
Article II: Purpose
The purpose of the Club shall be:
· To promote the sport of tennis and encourage participation across all ages and skill levels.
· To foster an inclusive and welcoming community of tennis enthusiasts.
· To provide an amenity for the residents of the community
· To provide opportunities for social interaction, skill development, and competitive play.
· To maintain and improve tennis facilities for the enjoyment of Club members.
Article III: Membership
Section 1: Eligibility
Membership shall be open to all individuals interested in tennis, regardless of age, gender, race, or ability, subject to the approval of the Club’s Executive Committee.
Section 2: Types of Membership
Membership categories may include:
· Ordinary (individual, family, student) Membership - Grants access to all Club facilities, events, and voting rights.
· Junior Membership - Available to individuals under 18 years of age, with limited voting rights.
· Honorary Life Membership - Awarded by the Executive Committee for exceptional contributions to the Club. Granted only by resolution passed at an AGM. Honorary life members shall enjoy the same rights and privileges as ordinary members.

The number of all membership types shall be at the discretion of the executive committee.
The executive committee may, from time to time, regulate the number of members admissible into ant or each category of membership.

Admission of members
Application for membership is via registration form available on the Club website.

Ordinary members
Ordinary members are those who have reached their eighteenth birthday on or before 1st January.
Ordinary members may take part in all activities of the club.
Ordinary and life members shall have priority on courts 1-5 (court 6 for public use)over all other members, except on such occasions as decided by executive committee.
Court 6 shall  be available for use by non-members, which precedes the right of this court to club members.

Family members
Family members shall be those families who have applied for family membership
A family shall consist of parents/guardians and their children under the age of 18 years on January 1st, or those who are full time students.
Parents/guardians and full time students over the age of 18years, who are part of the Family membership, shall rank with Ordinary members and shall enjoy the same rights and privileges as Ordinary members.

Juvenile members
Juvenile members are those who have not reached their eighteenth birthday on January 1st.
Application for Juvenile membership shall be signed by a parent/guardian.
Juvenile members may use the facilities of the Club at such times and conditions as laid out by the executive committee.
Section 3: Membership Fees
Annual membership fees shall be determined by the Executive Committee and must be paid by a specified date (on or before July 1st) to maintain membership privileges.
The amount of membership fees for each membership shall be decided by the executive committee and brought to all members at the AGM.
If a membership fee has not been paid on or before August 1st, such person shall cease to be a member of the Club.
Subject to the specification outlined below, membership fees are payable by all members, other than Honorary Life members.
For the specific purpose of promoting increased membership, the executive committee may offer reduced membership rates as per criteria at the discretion of the executive committee. Such reduced or promotional subscriptions will apply  only to the end of the membership year in which the new member(s) is/are recruited-after which the normal rate of  fees will apply. Members for whom this specified criteria apply shall enjoy the same rights and privileges as other members.
Article IV: Governance
Section 1: Executive Committee
The Club shall be governed by an elected Executive Committee, which shall consist of:
· Chairperson
· Assistant Chairperson
· Secretary
· Treasurer
· Men’s Captain
· Ladies Captain
· Junior Coordinator
· Safeguarding officers (one male and one female)
· Head Coach or Technical Advisor (optional)
and up to five other members
Section 2: Duties of Officers
· Chairperson: Oversees the operations of the Club, presides over meetings, and represents the Club in external matters.
· Vice Chairperson: Assists the Chairperson and assumes their duties in their absence.
· Secretary: Maintains meeting minutes, membership records, and Club correspondence.
· Treasurer: Manages Club finances, including the collection of fees and preparation of financial reports.
· Junior Coordinator: Organises junior match play/tournaments, social events, and other Club activities.
· The executive committee shall have general control, direction and management of the affairs, funds and records of the Club and shall determine the policies to be pursued in the attainment of the objectives for which the Club is formed in accordance with relevant legislation.
· Resignation from the committee shall be made in writing to the executive committee.
· Members of the committee are required to vacate their position if absent from three consecutive executive committee meetings without due excuse/ apologies.
· Official notice of removal of a member of the executive committee shall be furnished and the member shall have the opportunity to be represented and heard, following a decision of no less than six members of the executive committee and voting process.
[bookmark: _Hlk202044258]Section 3: Quorum
· Four members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the executive committee. If within thirty minutes of the time of meeting commencement the quorum is not met, the meeting shall stand adjourned and notice of a new date shall be given.
· The term of office shall be one year, with the option for re-election.

Section 4: Bye-Laws
The executive committee shall have power at any meeting to make, alter or repeal bye-laws as deemed necessary/expedient/convenient for the proper conduct and management of the club. In particular, but not exclusively, the bye-laws shall regulate the use of the courts and premises, code of conduct and consequences of breached of the code.

Section 5: Amalgamation and Winding Up
The Club may not be amalgamated with any other club nor wound up without firstly, the consent of two thirds of the Club members (who are entitled to vote) voting at the AGM, and secondly the unanimous consent of the executive committee.

Article V: Meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk202044242]Section 1: Annual General Meeting (AGM)
The AGM shall be held once a year between October 1st and November 30th to:
· Review the Club’s activities and financial status.
· Elect officers for the upcoming year.
· Discuss and vote on major decisions affecting the Club.
The Club secretary shall give between seven and twenty-one days’ notice to each member for the AGM, including time, date and location.
No business shall be transacted at the AGM unless a quorum is present. Fifteen members in attendance in person shall constitute a quorum.
Resolutions: no resolution may be moved at a general meeting, except resolutions specified in the notice convening the meeting, motions which are to be dealt with at the meeting, motions which may arise directly from the subject under discussion or are in the making of amendments to such motions, motions of adjournment, votes of thanks and votes of condolences.
Section 2: Regular Meetings
Regular meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held at least quarterly to discuss operational matters.
[bookmark: _Hlk202044221]Section 3: Special Meetings
Special meetings may be called by the Chairperson or upon the request of at least three members of the Executive Committee.
Article VI: Finances
The Club shall be financed by annual membership fees and by such other methods as may be decided from time to time at the AGM or by the executive committee.
Section 1: Fiscal Year
The fiscal year of the Club shall begin on 1st October and end on the last day of September each year.
Section 2: Budget
The Treasurer shall prepare an annual budget, subject to the approval of the Executive Committee, to outline the allocation of funds for the year.
Section 3: Expenditures
All Club expenditures must be authorised by the Treasurer and approved by the Executive Committee.
Section 4: Insurance
The club shall take out insurance as shall protect the property of the Club including all owned by the Club and any trophies held by the Club, protect the members and employees/ volunteers and others from accident within the Club, and shall protect the executive committee from loss in respect of any action of the Club and its executive committee.

Article VII: Code of Conduct
All members shall adhere to the following principles:
· Respect for fellow members, opponents, officials, and spectators.
· Adherence to the rules, etiquette and spirit of the game.
· Proper use and care of Club facilities and equipment.
· Commitment to fostering a positive and supportive environment.
Violations of the Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action, including suspension or termination of membership.
Article VIII: Tournaments
Annual Club Championships
The championships shall consist of a Men’s and Ladies singles and doubles tournaments, a mixed doubles tournament and other such events as may be decided by the executive committee or members at the AGM.

Eligibility and Perpetual Trophies
The Club championships shall be open to all playing members (except where specified by the executive committee). Perpetual trophies shall be held by the winners until the next Club Championships the following year and must be returned on or before commencement of the tournament in the succeeding year. The perpetual trophies are not the property of any holder who shall, however, be responsible for any trophy in their possession.

Other tournaments
The executive committee, or other sub-committees, may arrange any other tournament or tennis competition, which may be open to members and non-members, subject to approval  of the executive committee.
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This Constitution may not be altered, abrogated or added to except at the AGM or at such Special General Meeting present at which there must be at least fifteen members eligible to vote.
This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the membership at the AGM or (Special General Meeting), provided that proposed amendments have been submitted in writing at least 14 days in advance.
Within this Constitution, unless the context otherwise requires, ‘amendment’ in relation to the Club rules include a new rule and a resolution rescinding a rule of the Club.
Article X: Adoption
This Constitution shall be effective immediately upon its adoption by a majority vote of the membership at the AGM on the conclusion of the meeting.
All previous Constitution and bye-laws made thereunder are revoked following adoption of updated Constitution.

This Constitution serves as the foundational framework for the governance and operation of Swords Lawn Tennis Club, ensuring fairness, transparency, and a shared sense of community among its members.
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